Fall 2025 Updates

Professional Accomplishments, Awards., and Publications

¢+ Poki’i Balaz (2024-2025 Fellow)

O

Introduced Senator Andy Kim and Richard Liu NBC Universal News
Group for a fireside chat: When Policy Meets Personal Fireside Chat
at the National Alliance of Caregiving Summit on November 5-6,
2025

On Monday, September 15, 2025, Poki’i participated on a panel for
the TUFH 2025 IDD/Autism Summit Panel discussion: The Policy
Landscape for Complex Care: Policy Leaders Perspectives on
Building Stronger Systems and Services (View Poki’i’s speaker
profile here). Hosted by: The Network Towards Unity for Health,
Woods System of Care, and the Mollie Woods Hare Global Center of
Excellence.

Earlier this year, Poki’i was highlighted for Women’s History month
by the Congressional Asian Pacific Staff Association (CAPASA).
Asian Pacific American Institute for Congressional Studies
(APAICS): Featured Speaker to co-lead

professional development series titled Hill Skills, working within a
congressional committee.

Recent publications:

» The process of cultural adaptation of an evidence-based
intervention with the Native Hawaiian community (Under
Review, minor revisions), Progress in Community Health
Partnerships.

= Caring for loved ones as community: Supporting caregivers of
Native Hawaiians living with dementia (Social Science &
Medicine - Mental Health, December 2025).

» The feasibility and efficacy of ‘Auamo Ke Kuleana O Na Ma‘i
Poina: An adaptation of the Savvy Caregiver Program with the
Native Hawaiian community (October 2025). Paper
presentation at the International Indigenous Dementia
Research Network Conference, Honolulu, HI.
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» The process of cultural adaptation of an evidence-based
intervention with the Native Hawaiian community (Revise &
Resubmit, Under Review), Progress in Community Health
Partnerships.

Johntrell Bowles (2025-2026 Fellow) recently received the inaugural
Frances Perkins Next Generation Award, given to alumni of the National
Academy of Social Insurance (NASI) whose contributions are already
inspiring the next generation of policy leadership. Learn more about NASI
here.

Carey Candrian (2024-2025 Fellow)

o In April 2025, Carey received an award for Excellence in Community
and Culture Engagement from her home institution, the University
of Colorado School of Medicine.

o Recent Commentary in Colorado Newsline: Government policies
should not put elders on the streets

Keith T. Chan (2020-2021 Fellow) and Emerson Ea (2021-2022
Fellow) recently published an article in the American Journal of Public
Health, titled Addressing Gaps in Health Care Delivery Among Asian
Americans Through Community-Driven Policy Action" from their work at
the NIH-funded P50 Center focused on Asian Americans.

Peter Cram (2020-2021 Fellow) recently started a new position as
Director of Research and Education at Baltimore VA Medical Center.

Karen Fortuna (2023-2024 Fellow)
o Recently appointed to the World Health Organization's advisory
committee on interventions for psychosis.
o Recent publications:
= Implementing high-quality primary care in 2025: Key policy
priorities. NAM Perspectives. Discussion Paper,
National Academy of Medicine, Washington, DC (August
2025).
» National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine,
2025. Building a Workforce to Develop and Sustain
Interprofessional Primary Care Teams. Washington, DC: The
National Academies Press.
= Self-reported aging needs of racially and ethnically diverse
older adults with serious mental illness (American Journal of
Geriatric Psychiatry, August 2025)
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= Effectiveness of a Telephonic Aging Brain Care Model for
Medicaid Home and Community Services for Dementia
Patients and Their Caregivers (JAGS, October 2025)

» Medicare Part B updates for peer support specialists in
behavioral health for older adults and people with
disabilities (Psychiatric Services, October 2025)
*Co-authored with Maureen Henry (2012-2013 Fellow
and HAPF Program Senior Advisor)

New National Data on Family Caregiving: Lori Frank (2017-2018
Fellow) contributed to Caregiving in the US 2025, a new report released
by the National Alliance for Caregiving and AARP. The report here
provides a comprehensive look at America’s 63 million family caregivers
and highlight urgent challenges in caregiver health and wellness, financial
strain, and service gaps—providing data to inform programs, policy, and
funding decisions.

Matthew Goldman (2018-2019 Fellow) recently began a new position
as Crisis Systems Medical Director at King County, WA. In this role,
Matthew continues to support the Crisis Care Centers Initiative and now
works with the rest of King County’s crisis continuum including its call
center, mobile response, stabilization facility and post-crisis follow-up
providers and other crisis system partners.

Sherry Greenberg (2025-2026 Fellow)
o Recent publications:

= Patient-centered priorities for older adults in ambulatory care
(JAMA Network Open, October 2025).

= Disruptive innovation: scale and spread of the 4Ms
Framework to the convenient care setting to promote quality
care for older adults (Nursing Administration Quarterly,
October 2025).

Marie Gualtieri (2019-2020 Fellow) recently began a new position as
Legislative Director for the Office of U.S. Congresswoman Alma Adams (D-
NC).

Lynn Hallarman (2017-2018 Fellow)
o Recent essay: Katie’s Story: When dementia took her husband, she
took on his story
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Lin (Helen) Jiang, PhD, FGSA (2025-2026 Fellow), tenured
Associate Professor of Social Work at the University of Texas Rio Grande
Valley, was elected a Fellow of the Gerontological Society of America (GSA)
through the Social Research, Policy, and Practice (SRPP) section, the
Society’s highest membership honor, in recognition of her sustained
contributions to gerontology and aging policy research. She will be
recognized during the SRPP Presidential Symposium and Recognition on
Nov. 15, 2025 at the GSA Annual Scientific Meeting in Boston.

Brystana Kaufman (2022-2023 Fellow) recently received a
promotion to Associate Professor of Population Health Sciences at Duke
University.

Teri Kennedy (2015-2016 Fellow) began serving as Vice President of
Public Policy with the National Academies of Practice effective March 2025
for a 2-year term. The National Academies of Practice’s mission is
“Advancing Interprofessional Education, Scholarship, Research, Practice
and Public Policy”.

Sarah Khasawinah (2015-2016 Fellow) recently launched SAK nexus
LLC, a consulting practice focused on crafting and advancing pragmatic
health and aging policies. Sarah’s goal is simple: to use her expertise to
help organizations like yours decode complex policies, secure sustainable
funding, and design programs that make a difference. Sarah is here to help
you navigate the political landscape and identify strategies that can achieve
broad support. Please visit https://saknexus.com/ to learn more.

Jamie Kuhne (2015-2016 Fellow) was recently promoted to Vice
President of Care Management for OhioHealth and has added HomeReach
Hospice to her portfolio, including a 32 bed inpatient hospice unit,
Kobacker House.

Suyoung Kwon (2024-2025 Fellow)

o Recent publication: Protecting the frontline: How paid sick leave
access influences perceived risk, job stress and job satisfaction
among home service workers (Journal of occupational and
environmental medicine, August 2025)

o Recent presentations:

» Employment challenges faced by people with disabilities: A
comparison of pre- and post-COVID-19 trends. Poster
presentation at APHA 2025 Annual Meeting, DC.

» Intersecting marginalized identities among people with
disabilities: Impact on access to employment support
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resources and employment outcomes, presented at NIDILRR
ARRT Symposium, ACRM Annual Conference, Dallas TX
(October 31, 2025).

¢ Marian Liu’s (2023-2024 Fellow) first policy commentary was
published in JAGS in June 2025 - Comment on: Accelerating the Pace of
Elder Justice Policy to Meet the Needs of a Growing Aging Population.

¢+ Jane Lowers (2023-2024 Fellow)
o Recently elected to a four-year term on the Pine Lake City Council.
Pine Lake, with a population of about 750, is the smallest city in
DeKalb County, GA, just east of Atlanta.
o Recent publication: Older Adults Without Family Caregivers Need
Better Access to Medicaid Support Services (JAGS, May 2025)

¢ Hannah Luetke-Stahlman (2018-2019 Fellow) - In May 2025, the
American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP) and Rock
Health convened the Starfield AT Summit to explore how artificial
intelligence can strengthen primary care. The summit brought together
over 80 cross-sector leaders—including physicians, technologists, payers,
researchers, policymakers, and patient advocates—for two days of
collaborative dialogue. The Starfield AT Summit Report, published in
August, provides insights into actionable strategies for primary care and
the broader health care ecosystem. Full report: The Starfield Signal: A
Shared Vision and Roadmap for Al in Primary Care

¢ Toni Miles (2008-2009 Fellow)
o Recent publications:

= Prevalence of bereavement among current smokers in a state-
wide cross-sectional surveillance survey (Tobacco Induced
Diseases, September 2025)

= A community-based participatory approach to delivering the
Dealing with Dementia program to Black caregivers
(Frontiers in Public Health, October 2025)

¢ Laura Mosqueda (2021-2022 Fellow) - In recognition of National
Family Caregivers Month, the National Center on Elder Abuse, USC Family
Caregiver Support Center, and Hollywood, Health & Society are hosting a
webinar, Shaping Caregiving Narratives and Preventing Abuse on Tuesday,
November 18 (featuring Laura as a speaker) to highlight the power of
storytelling to explore and elevate caregiving relationships in media.
Audience’s attitudes are shaped by the stories they consume - whether
through television, film, social media, or literature. Too often, nuances of


https://agsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jgs.19524
https://agsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jgs.19524
https://agsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/jgs.19540
https://agsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/jgs.19540
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aafp.org%2Fdam%2FAAFP%2Fdocuments%2Fpractice_management%2Fai-road-map.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CVictoria.Dolan%40nyspi.columbia.edu%7C07fe83f7357145f4616508de1636704c%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638972620236006983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BJr69cvgtUlVqNMBMArM2mcBzDW4JkxL5uSmlV1KUHM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aafp.org%2Fdam%2FAAFP%2Fdocuments%2Fpractice_management%2Fai-road-map.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CVictoria.Dolan%40nyspi.columbia.edu%7C07fe83f7357145f4616508de1636704c%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638972620236006983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BJr69cvgtUlVqNMBMArM2mcBzDW4JkxL5uSmlV1KUHM%3D&reserved=0
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12424131/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12424131/
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/public-health/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2025.1676590/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/public-health/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2025.1676590/full

caregiving and related challenges are not portrayed or inaccurately
depicted in popular culture. This webinar is designed for caregivers, older
adults, service providers, and media and elder justice professionals and will
delve into why these stories matter, how they influence public perceptions,
and how they can be used to increase awareness of resources for safe and
supportive caregiving.

Jennifer Olsen (2021-2022 Fellow) is currently serving as a volunteer
Medicare Open Enrollment counselor, focused on Part D (prescription)
plans at the Jefferson Area Board on Aging based in Charlottesville, VA. In
her first few weeks, she has saved clients over $10,000 for the 2026 plan
year. Jennifer has found this experience as a valuable way to apply some of
the Medicare policy knowledge to support beneficiaries in her backyard.

Seeun Park (2025-2026 Fellow)
o Recent publications:

= Differences in phenotypic and functional aging trajectories
among people aging with disability and the US general
population (The Journals of Gerontology, June 2025)

= Who declines, who maintains? Trajectories of physical
function and the role of social determinants of health in adults
aging with physical disability (The Journals of Gerontology,
September 2025)

In April 2025, Adriana Perez (2011-2012 Fellow) became the new
Editor for the Policy Section of the Journal of Gerontological Nursing,
affiliated with the American Geriatrics Society.

Jane Pederson (2018-2019 Fellow)

o Recent publication: Feasibility and Acceptability of the “About Me”
Care Card as a Tool for Engaging Older Adults in Conversations
About Cognitive Impairment (Annals of Family Medicine, March
2025)

Nicholas Reed (2023-2024 Fellow)
o Recent publication: Hearing Intervention, Social Isolation, and
Loneliness - A Secondary Analysis of the ACHIEVE Randomized
Clinical Trial (JAMA Internal Medicine, May 2025)

Gary Stein (2016-2017 Fellow) organized the Yeshiva University
Wurzweiler School of Social Work event - 25 Years of Palliative Care:
Looking Back and Projecting Forward, co-sponsored by Plaza Jewish
Community Chapel and Center to Advance Palliative Care (CAPC) on
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Friday, November 21, 2025, featuring HAPF Alumni Diane Meier
(2009-2010 Fellow), Tia Powell (2013-2014 Fellow), and Brynn
Bowman (2020-2021 Fellow).

Quratulain (Annie) Syed (2023-2024 Fellow)

o Recent publication: Comparative Analysis of Clinical Outcomes
Related to Telehealth and In-Person Encounters Among Older
Veterans with Diabetes (Journal of General Internal Medicine,
September 2025)

Lieke van Heumen (2019-2020 Fellow)
o Recent publications:

» Setting National Goals for Health Equity for Adults with
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Across the Life
Course (Inclusion, August 2025)

= Issues Across Adulthood. National Goals on Health Equity
Issue Brief, May 2025. American Association on Intellectual
and Developmental Disabilities.

Heidi Wald (2009-2010 Fellow) was recently a panelist for, Is "Zero
Harm" Still a Goal in Health Care?, part of the IHI Leadership Alliance in
Denver, CO in October 2025.

Jing Wang (2020-2021 Fellow)

o Recently featured in Authority Magazine for her national leadership
in Al and nursing innovation. Her vision: preparing the next
generation of nurses to use Al responsibly, ethically and with
empathy. Read the full article here.

o Appointed as a board member with Big Bend Hospice in October
2025.

Jennifer Wong (2018-2019 Fellow) - Life Story Club, a NYC-based
nonprofit which Jennifer is proud to support, was recently featured in the
New York Post for our incredible work combating loneliness among older
adults through the power of storytelling.



https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11606-025-09871-2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11606-025-09871-2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11606-025-09871-2
https://meridian.allenpress.com/inclusion/article-abstract/13/3/151/507671/Setting-National-Goals-for-Health-Equity-for?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://meridian.allenpress.com/inclusion/article-abstract/13/3/151/507671/Setting-National-Goals-for-Health-Equity-for?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://meridian.allenpress.com/inclusion/article-abstract/13/3/151/507671/Setting-National-Goals-for-Health-Equity-for?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.aaidd.org/docs/default-source/national-goals/07-issadult-formatted.pdf?sfvrsn=1e0b0721_0
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ihi/
https://medium.com/authority-magazine/women-leaders-of-ai-jing-wang-of-florida-state-university-college-of-nursing-on-5-things-you-need-c36c6c45177c
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/bigbendhospice_big-bend-hospice-is-thrilled-to-welcome-an-ugcPost-7370877099886166016-eUxX/?rcm=ACoAABJ6wp4BiwAn5HHOIvZy47eOCMoV7tnNg-0
https://lifestoryclub.org/
https://nypost.com/2025/04/28/health/nycs-anti-loneliness-club-where-seniors-share-their-life-stories/

